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LIA CIGARINI, El conflicto entre /os sexos en el trabajo (The conflict 
between the sexes at work, p.13). Everyone already knows the 
statistical information on the increase of feminine employment in 
Italy, Europe and the United States. However, the eye of unions, 
politicians, researchers does not see this modification of reality be- 
cause the categories of discrimination, marginalisation, unemploy- 
ment, etc., are mechanically applied to feminine work. I do not deny 
the exploitation and the suffering of women at work. But, besides 
this, there is a more concrete, and, perhaps, more felt, suffering, due 
to the way of working, the way of conceiving work and the scientific 
codification of these ways. Women today put into the work market 
their relational knowledge, which they have always exercised in the 
work of the family for free. 1 think, for example, that the acceptance of 
part time work shows very clearly that women do not want to win a 
position in the world cancelling difference. The amount of the salary 
is important because it guarantees economic independence, but it 
comes after the quality of relationship. Basing myself on these consi- 
derations, I say that it outlines a new conflict between the sexes: still 
little practised, and not at all or very little thought out, but already 
latent and felt. It is fundamental to find the words to say it, which 
means, at the same time, to live it and to make women's politics of it: 
that is, to make politics of the symbolic. 
VlRGlNlA TRUEBA, La escritura de la intimidad, (The Writing of 
Intimacy, p.27). The article is a study of the novel "La intimidad" 
(1997), by the Catalan writer Nuria Amat. It analyzes the ways in 
which in the core of the novel the author censures autobiographical 
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and "feminine" discourse. The paper shows how according to Nuria 
Amat this type of discourse is centred on the ability of language to 
transmit an extratextual referent, ignoring that every text is primarily 
an intertext. The article also analyzes the first and most important 
function of this criticism inside the novel: to deny the concept of the 
self and to assert that every identity is the sum of multiple identities. 
CAROLINE WILSON, Simbolizar nuestra divinez (Symbolising our 
divinity, p.43). In this article, partially published in ltalian in Via 
Dogana, I explore the idea of what it might mean to symbolise 
ourselves as divine beings, if, as seems to be the case, the religious 
language and practices that we inherited from a patriarchal culture 
have proved not to be enough. I suggest that it may be that we need 
to re-symbolise our experience on this level, naming what we are 
from our knowledge of ourselves as women. I put forward the idea 
that the rejection of many women of religion as a whole may not 
necessarily mean that women do reject themselves as spiritual be- 
Ings. 
ESTH ER HACHU EL, Acompañando al tiempo: aprender en el orden 
simbólico de la madre (Accompanying time: learning in the symbolic 
order of the mother, p.53). The text outlines some reflections as to 
what and how we learn from and in the symbolic order of the mother. 
The three axes that order the discourse are: a) learning in the 
symbolic order of the mother, b) learning from the mother and c) the 
relationship between feminine authority, living together and solitude. 
It is suggested that learning in the symbolic order of the mother sets 
out from, necessarily, a recognition that marks a two-direction line 
from who teaches to who learns. The teaching, of whatever, should 
be recognised and accepted as such. On the other hand it is sugges- 
ted that learning in the symbolic order of the mother always accom- 
panies time, a fact that has its base in the wisdom of recognising that 
time accompanies life, that it is not managed as an economic good 
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and that it is not unilinear. At the same time the transcendent charac- 
ter of what is learned in the symbolic order of the mother is emphasi- 
sed, transcendent in the measure in which it has to do with life, with 
the management of life and is inseparable from it and fundamental 
for living together. Finally the idea is developed that, contrary to what 
happens with power (that can remain empty, but there), feminine 
authority leans on the living together and the relationship between 
women. 
NURIA PEREZ DE LARA, El pensar del alma: un regalo de la madre 
(The Thinking of the Soul: A Gift from the Mother, p.67). From her 
teaching experience in the studies of Psychopedagogy and Social 
Education and the Master of Duoda with the course "Subjectivity, 
Experience and Knowledge of Teaching", the author analyses some 
differential aspects of the contributions of the teachers in education 
I 
and roots those contributions in the fundamental knowledge that 
mothers give to their daughters: the capacity to give and give one- 
self, the receiving of the other even from pain, the hope open to 
relationship, the knowledge of the sou1 or the capacity to think from a 
place of feeling. All of this is born of the fundamental experience of 
finding a place in the world amongst others, a gift from mothers which 
at the same time is a founding stone of all social relationships. The 
task of mothers, is, for the author, civilising and the creator of culture, 
that is, producer of the symbolic order, even before the word. In the 
process, the author also analyses the processes of making the 
psychopedagogical knowledge technical, which, based on the objec- 
tified observation of the work of mothers, separate it from its ultimate 
civilising sense, reducing and stealing the true knowledge produced 
by women for science; in sum, that technical stealing and reductio- 
nism that supposes the denial of that knowledge to humanity. 
CHIARA ZAMBONI, La via simbolica en la relacion materna y el 
cortejo de las imagenes del "yo" (The Symbolic Road in the Maternal 
Relationship and the Entourage of the lmages of the Self, p.89). On 
coming into the world we receive the gift of language together with 
the gift of life from our mother. The gift of life and word from the 
mother brings about an imbalance: since a gift can never be returned 
with something of equivalence, as then it would become a commodi- 
ty. But the gift forms a bond, it leads us to being dependent, although 
it is a dependency that is paradoxically free. Freedom, however, up 
to a point: to thank and to give on our part is something that the initial 
gesture of the gift pushes us towards. The bond that the maternal gift 
of language and life creates is lived differently by women and men. 
Women have a relationship of double bonds with the mother: they 
have received language and life from her and are of the same sex. 
Men share it with the father. Because of this double thread that bonds 
daughters with mothers, the relationship between them is very close. 
Which frequently brings about great bonds of fusion or great distan- 
ces. For me, the essential idea that I have read in Luisa Muraro's 
book L'ordine simbolico della madre (Rome 1991) is that a daughter 
can create an order in the relationship with her mother and with 
herself whether she has a relationship of fusion or of aggressive 
distance. She can create this order by entering into the system of the 
gift through the gesture of thanking the mother. The symbolic practi- 
ce of thanking the mother renews the symbolic logic of the inaugural 
gift of each life. 
ANNA M A R ~ A  PIUSSI, Partir de sí: necesidad y deseo (Setting out 
from the Self: Necessity and Desire, p.107). The author shows how 
thanks to the relationships and political exchanges between women 
we are seeing an important change in our thinking and practice, due 
to the need to become aware of reality, which meanwhile was chan- 
ging. This change has happened through a growth of feminine aware- 
ness, in ltaly and all over the world (Conference at Peking). An 
awareness of the changes in the relationships between the sexes 
and of the central place that women occupy in making the world 
habitable and in governing it; not in the name of equality with men, 
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but rather in the name of feminine difference. Because of this in ltaly 
we have proposed and backed that politics be women's politics, for 
pedagogy to be pedagogy of feminine difference. Which means not 
being able to ignore, from now on, everything that concerns school 
and education; of the subjective existence of the two sexes and of the 
feminine desire and capacity to signify freely and to make being a 
women also have value in these areas. 
Traducció de Caroline Wilson 
